Light and confocal laser-scanning microscopical evidences for complementary patterns of glial fibrillary acidic protein and Wisteria floribunda agglutinin labeled structures in human and rat brain.
We investigated the pattern of glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP) and Wisteria floribunda agglutinin (WFA) labeled structures in the superior colliculus and in the somatosensory cortex of humans and rats of different age groups using immunohistochemical methods, light and confocal laser-scanning microscopy. We never found a double labeling of WFA and GFAP positive structures neither in the superior colliculus nor in the cortex of both man and rat. The complementary pattern of WFA and GFAP labeling was present both at the macroscopic and microscopic level. We found a clear prevalence of either WFA or GFAP expression in the arborization of the astrocytes as well as in the pattern of lamination.